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Class: Actinopterygii

Order: Perciformes

Family: Cichlidae

Subfamily: Pseudocrenilabrinae

Genus: Oreochromis

O. aureus (Steindacher, 1864)

Synonyms: Chromis aureus Steindacher, 1864
Chromis nilotica Gunther, 1869
Tilapia niloticus Tristram, 1884
Tilapia aurea Trewavas, 1965
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Genus: Tilapia
T. zilli (Gervais, 1848)
Synonyms: Acerina zilli Gervais, 1848
Chromis andreae Gunther, 1848
Chromis microstomus Lortrt, 1883
Tilapia magdalalenae Vinciguerra, 1926
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A new record of two exotic cichlids fish Oreochromis
aureus (Steindacher, 1864) and Tilapia zilli (Gervais,
1848) from south of the main outfall drain in Basrah city

F.M. Mutlak and A.J. Al-Faisal
Department of Marine Vertebrates, Marine Science Centre,
Basrah University, Iraq

Abstract . Two exotic cichlids fish Oreochromis aureus and Tilapia zilli
were recorded for the first time in the south of Irag. Fish samples were
collected from the main outfall drain (Al-Dabab area) in Basrah city by
fixed gill net during the period from June to August 2009. Total length
ranged from 100-120 mm of O. auraus and ranged from 105-160 mm of T.
zilli. Fish were identified depending on the meristic and morphometric
characters. Body depth ranged from 44.7-50.07 % of standard length in O.
auraus and 42.8-47.46 % in T. zilli, number of scales in the lateral line
ranged from 30-31 in O. auraus and 30-33 in T. zilli, gill rakers were 22 in
O. aureus and 13 in T. zilli, lower jaw have 3-4 rows of teeth in O. auraus
and 5-6 rows in T. zilli.



