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FOOD HABIT OF Upeneus sulphureus IN IRAQI MARINE
WATERS,
NORTH WEST ARABIAN GULF /IRAQ

A. R. M. Mohamed, S. A. Hussein* and F. M. Mutlak
Marine Vertebrates Dept., Marine Science Centre,
*Fisheries and Marine Resources Dept., Agric. Coll.,
University of Basrah, Irag
Basrah - Iraq

ABSTRACT

Food habits of Upeneus sulphureus in Iraqi marine waters,
northwest of Arabian Gulf was studied. The species was
carnivorous. Data analysis indicates that both feeding activity
and feeding intensity varied from month to month. Shrimps
come first in order of importance for young individuals
(86.14%) then crabs 5.95%, annelids 5.76% and mollusca
2.15%. Shrimps were also constituting 65.28% followed by
crabs 28.35% annelids 3.92%, starfish 1.6% and mollusca
0.84% in the diet of large individuals.



