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REPRODUCTIVE BIOLOGY OF Saurida tumbil AND
Upeneus sulphureus IN IRAQI MARINE WATERS,
NORTH WEST ARABIAN GULF
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ABSTRACT

The reproductive biology of Saurida tumbil and Upeneus
sulphureus were investigated in the Iraqi marine waters,
Northwest Arabian Gulf. Samples were monthly collected from
August 1999 to July 2000 by trawl nets. The overall sex ratio of
the two species was usually in favor of females (1:1.329) for S.
tumbil and (1:1.268) for U. sulphureus. The study revealed two
distinguishable peaks of GSI for both sex of S. rumbil, the first
was in September and the second in was March for males and
in April for females. The peaks of GSI for both sex of U.
sulphureus were observed in June and has a spawning period
extended from mid of June to the end of July. Five maturity
stages were encountered in S. fumbil and seven stages in U.
sulphureus. Absolute fecundity for U. sulphureus ranged from
20019- 71618 eggs, whereas relative fecundity was ranging
from 734.64 to 1443.14 eggs/g for individuals ranging in
lengths from 121 to 180 mm and weighing 27.25 to 76.57 g.



