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TIIE SMALL FISHES ASSEMBLAGE IN SHATT
AL.ARAB ESTUARY, NORTHWEST

ARABIAN GULF

*N.A. Hussain, F.M. Mutlak and K. H. Younis
*Collage of Science, University of Basrah.

Morine Science Center, University of Basrah

ABSTRACT
Th.e nat'rre of the snrall fish assemblage in Shatt Al-Arab Estuary was
studied during the period {i'om August 1999 to July 2000. Fifry three
species were ohtained represented by'4at9 individuals. Number of
species insreased during tire period from May to August. Four families
formed 58.25% of total catch namely: Engraulidae, Sciaenidae,
PlatycephaliCae and Clupeidae. Nine species (Thryssa mystax,
i'iatltcephalus indicus. T. hamiltoni, Leiognathus bindus, Johneiopes
sina, Arius bilineatus, Cynoglossus arel, Ilisl,a elongate and
Grammoplites scaber) constituted 59.09% of the total numbers. Positive
ct rrelations \.vere obtained between both number of species and the total
number cf individuals with water temperature, transparency and salinity.


