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FOOD HABITS OF GRAMMOPLITES SCABER (LINNAEUS
,1758) IN MARINE WATERS NORTHWEST ARABIAN GULF

N. A. Hussain, F. M. Mutlak*, J. H. Saleh*, A. A. Jabir*
Dept. Biology, College of Science, University of Basrah
*Dept. Marine Vertebrates, Marine Science Centre, University of Basrah

SUMMARY

The food and feeding habits of Grammoplites scaber were studied in Khor AL-
Omya Northwest Arabian Gulf during the period between August 1999 to July
2000. 552 stomachs were examined and showed that the fish continue feeding
through out the year. The feeding activity values varied from (37.58%) during
January to (68.18%) in February. The maximum feeding intensity (2.65 P/ fish)
was found during April and the minimum value  (0.87 P/ fish) during July.
The results indicate that this fish benthic feeder living upon or near by the
bottom were the most important food item found. Crustaceans ranked the first
importance (68.04%) crabs were seconded (16.74%) and spiny lobster (1.19%).
Fishes formed (14.02%). Shrimps were found in the examined stomachs around
the year except September. Crabs disappear from the examined stomach during
April and May.
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