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(f) Connective tissue proper: dense connective tissue, elastic

Description: Dense regular

connective tissue containing a high
proportion of elastic fibers.

Function: Allows recoil of fissue
following stretching; maintains
pulsatile flow of blood through
arteries; aids passive recoil of lungs
following inspiration.
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Location: Walls of Iarge arteries;
within certain igaments associated

with the vertebral column; within the
walls of the bronchial tubes.

Aorta

Photomicrograph: Elastic connective fissue in
the wall of the aorta (250x).

Heart

Elasfic fibers




Dense elastic connective tissue
» abundance of elastic fibers
» some collagenous fibers
* fibroblasts
» attachments between vertebrae
» wallsof large arteries, airways, heart
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